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Archaeology as a profession faces many problems. Storage is one of them.
The basement of museums is simply not large enough to store the artifacts that are
like to be discovered in the future. There is not enough money even to catalogue
the finds: as a result. they cannot be found again and become as inaccessible as if
they had never been discovered. Indeed. with the help of a computer, sold artifacts
could be more accessible than are the pieces stored in bulging museum basements.
Prior to sale. each could be photographed, and the list of the purchasers could be
maintained on the computer A purchaser could even be required to agree to return
the piece if it should become needed for scientific purposes. It would be unrealistic
to suggest that illegal digging would stop if artifacts were sold in the open market.
But the demand for the clandestine product would be substantially reduced. Who
would want an unmarked pot when another was available whose provenance was
known. and that was dated stratigraphically by the professional archaeologist who
excavated it?
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The basement of museums is simply not large enough to store the artifacts that are
like to be discovered in the future. There 1s not enough money even to catalogue
the finds: as a result. they cannot be found again and become as inaccessible as if
they had never been discovered. Indeed. with the help of a computer, sold artifacts
could be more accessible than are the pieces stored in bulging museum basements.
Prior to sale. each could be photographed. and the list of the purchasers could be
maintained on the computer A purchaser could even be required to agree to return
the piece if it should become needed for scientific purposes. It would be unrealistic
to suggest that illegal digging would stop if artifacts were sold in the open market.
But the demand for the clandestine product would be substantially reduced. Who
would want an unmarked pot when another was available whose provenance was
known. and that was dated stratigraphically by the professional archacologist who
excavated it?
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Figure : The UHI profile of Adelaide metropolitan (East-West) between 26 July and 15 August 2013.
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