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1.  Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow : 5x4=20

Madurai, formerly (until 1949) Madura, is a city in south-central Tamil Nadu state. It is
located on the Vaigai River, about 48 km southeast of Dindigul. Madurai is the third most

populous, and probably the oldest, city in the state.

The ancient history of the region is associated with the Pandya kings, and Madurai was the
site of the Pandya capital (4!"-11% century CE). Later it was conquered by Chola, Vijayanagar,
Muslim, Maratha, and British rulers. In the 1940s it became known as the centre of the civil
disobedience movement against the British Raj, and it remained an important seat of political
leadership.

Madurai is a major transportation hub for southern India, with road and rail lines radiating

from the city. There is also an airport just south of the city, providing both domestic and
international passenger and freight services. Large-scale industry has developed in the

suburbs. Predominant are cotton spinning and weaving and the manufacture of transport

equipment, tobacco, and sugar. Small-scale hand-loom weaving of silks and cottons, which
have made Madurai famous throughout history, remains important.

In the early years CE, Madurai was well known for its Tamil sangam (literary society), and a
new sangam was established in 1901. The city is home to Madurai Kamaraj University
(founded 1966) as well as to medical and law colleges. In addition, the city has a bench of
the Madras High Court in Chennai (Madras).

Lying southeast of the Eastern Ghats, the region surrounding Madurai occupies part of the
plain of southern India and contains several mountain spurs, including the Palni and Sirumalai
hills (north), the Cardamom Hills (west), and the Varushanad and Andipatti hills (south).
Between those hills in the west lies the high Kambam Valley. Eastward, the plains drop to

300 feet (90 metres) above sea level but contain segregated hills. The chief river, the Vaigai,

flows northeast through the Kambam Valley and then east across the centre of the state.

1.1. Name three physical characteristics about the city of Madurai.
1.2. Describe the nature of industrial activity in Madurai.

1.3. Name any three cultural cum educational cum administrative attributes of the city of
Madurai.

1.4. Describe in your own words the physical topography of Madurai.

1.5. Make sentences with the following words, found in the passage, in such a manner so
as to highlight their meaning :

(a) populous

(b) predominant
(c) radiating

(d) segregated
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Write an essay in 350-400 words on any ONE of the following topics :

2.1. Mid-day meals are a crucial component of any ‘education for all’ policy.

2.2. Foreign policy must primarily be based on interests rather than on principles.

2.3. Cultural values lie at the core of every civilization.

2.4. For true equality to prevail between the sexes, men and women must ultimately learn
to cooperate and not merely compete.

Write an official letter to the HR department of your office, highlighting FOUR specific
difficulties you are facing as a employee of the organization in carrying out your duties.

Write a notification (notice) for the office notice board intimating all employees about the
plan for an office picnic. Take care to mention all details relating to the event, with specific
instructions for do’s and dont’s.
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Frefafed e #1 AFYE® fet 3R 39 W AERG T o Heleh S QI | 5x4=20

JrTaret Sfta gfte & o | TR a6l e st ot TR 3 wewe | o FReR et o1t 8
1 ot o & T € et ") 1S9 deh S1g-id Teld § 9 ae -1t o 3R At e’ S
SRR G < el ST 59 91 ol FHITTd ahid © Toh |G Sited i T 319 39 I3l a1 shig—Hehre!
% Sta i € Wifd TEF % TS B S W@ E 1 Ae Siad ol Rt feer Siva @ IR steren ST
Ui i 3T SRR foeTEshd & &9 § @ arelt gt o760 S8 @ 81 W &1 Aasied & ufd fod
ST o TS 1 & Teh qRomd I% +ff § o (ThaoimR) o1 9umee S sTHHe e el § 319 @l b
YA qrgey el Bl | fhewi snfe | e o | o o1at qek fftg w99 ST At 3wl o gfd o
i ¥ 9 W i S 1 dgdt S W &1 AFE Sied & id T Hegs=dT &t R 9¢d gu e
HATAHATE TG FX T ST Yl T STFH T i ST FY T Tohd & 2 IS o TAN
39 TEHl § TR SR HoGTeierdl ohi STU&T Tah §1ef 78l 1@ Hehdl |

5.1. ‘WA Saq st TRAT 1 sTaqead’ & Ay T

5.2. ‘TS @ &Y Uk € felt §7 STaURon < T Hif

5.3. UMEY fEUh Fdl 9 AW T ¢
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5.4. GOl 3R HoGARIAT Sl qoricHeh 31 T hifsry |

5.5. 'TEIEHAl & fadieht wma’ @ eAfvum §
6. Tr=fafed # ¥ fomdt wer fawa w fay faf@e : (T 250 7s1)
1) T e Hifa 2020 &R fe<d
(2) wEfERT WO Y At
(3) fava sreferemen 3R vRa

-00o0-
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